
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
BUSINESS AND PROPERTY COURTS OF ENGLAND AND WALES 
CHANCERY DIVISION 

B ETWEE N: 

(1) IRFAN MOHAMMED
(2) ALTAF KHANJRA

(3) MAAZ MUSA
(4) JAVID ADAM

(5) IKRAMULHAQ PATEL
(6) SAEED ADAM

and 

(1) DAWOOD IBRAHIM PATEL
(2) INAYAT ALI

(3)AHMED VALi
(4) FARUK BHARUCHA
(5) ALI MOHMED VIKA

(6) VALLI AHMED
(7) GHAFOOR ADAM PATEL

(8) SHAMSUDDIN IBRAHIM PATEL (GHISA)
(9) ILYAS AKUBAT
(10) ELYAS ADAM

(11) SANAULLAH AHMED
(12) IMTIAZ.OUGRADAR

(13) YAKUB PATEL
(14) ALI PISAD

(15) SIRAJ BAPU

Claim no. [] 

Applicants 

(as the Alleged Trustees and/or the Executive Committee ofMasjid e Tauheedul Islam) 

(16) HIS MAJESTY'S ATTORNEY GENERAL

Respondents 

FIRST WITNESS STATEMENT OF ALTAF KHANJRA 

I, ALTAF KHANJRA of 26A East Park Road, Blackbum BB I 3BB WILL SAY AS 
FOLLOWS: 

I. I am a member of the association known as Masjid e Tauheedul Islam, registered under

charity number 700817 with a registered contact address at 7 Shear Brow, Blackbum

BB I 7EU (the "Charity").
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6. The inauguration of the elected members will occur no later than 22 September 2024

during a second Special General Meeting. " 

3 5. This letter has also gone ignored, and the SGM due to be held on 11 August 2024 does 

not (to the best of the Applicants' knowledge) have these items on its agenda. 

Urgency and the permission of the Charity Commission 

36. The Election is due to be concluded on Sunday, 11 August 2024. After that date, although

the Applicants contend that the Election would be invalid, the purported new members

of the Committee would have practical authority to take steps in relation to the Charity's

substanti.al property and activities. The court's intervention is therefore urgently required

to safeguard the Charity from the result of an election that is in breach of the Charity's

Constitution on multiple counts.

37. If the Committee and Trustees do wish to act in the Charity's best interests, for "the

development and safeguarding of our Masjid" (as they put it in the SGM Notice

[AKl/116]), then a delay of only 6 weeks to hold the first elections to the Committee in

over 30 years - freely, fairly, and by the book - can cause them little prejudice.

38. While the Applicants accept that the AGM Notice was given on or around 13 June 2024,

the scale of the Trustees' departure from the procedures in the Constitution and of the

breaches of due process in the conduct of the Election has grown since the SGM Notice

and intensified once voting started on 29 July 2024. The Applicants no longer have any

faith that the Trustees are conducting the Election in the interests of the Charity and have

been driven to seek urgent injimctive relief so that free, fair and procedurally proper

elections can be held.

39. Without waiving privilege, the Applicants have been advised that the permission of the

Charity Commission is usually required to bring proceedings about the internal workings

of a charity, under section 115 of the Charities Act 2011. However, the urgency of this

Application means that it will not be possible to obtain Charity Commission consent in

time for this Application to be effective (i.e. to predate the outcome of the Election).

While the court's jurisdiction will be a matter for legal submissions in due course, the

court is asked to grant the limited interim relief sought notwithstanding section 115 of

the Charities Act 2011.
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Interim relief sought 

42. For the reasons I have set out above, the Applicants believe that the Election is both

unconstitutional and being improperly conducted. While the Applicants have wider

concerns about the management of the Charity, their primary hope is that those can be

addressed once a free, fair and procedurally proper election has been held and the conduct

of the Charity's affairs brought in line with the Constitution. Accordingly, the Applicants

seek the following urgent interim relief:

42.1. That the trustees of the Charity be restrained from concluding the Election, and/or

a declaration that the Election was invalid ( and no new Committee members have 

been elected thereby). 

42.2. That the trustees of the Charity must ensure that a fresh election (including a fresh 

nominations process) takes place in accordance with the provisions set out in the 

Charity's Constitution, at a General Meeting held within 3 weeks. 

42.3. That the Respondents be restrained (on an interim basis) from taking any steps in 

relation to the removal of Suhel Master as an Imam at the Charity. 

42.4. That there be liberty to apply for the Applicants should the trustees fail to comply 

with any part of the order. 

42.5. Appropriate provision as to costs. 

Statement of truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that proceedings 

for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a false 

statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its truth. 

Name: 

Dated: 

A l,.'l' .q-P II �3 lA.

-:+/o/2-4 
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